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MOUNTAIN DIVISION 
• Mountain Division extends from Portland, ME to St. Johnsbury, VT (51 miles in ME)

• PAN AM Railways owns and operates first 5 miles from Portland to Westbrook (SAPPI siding)
• Bicycle and Pedestrian trails exist adjacent to the line from Windham to Standish and Fryeburg 
• Snowmobile clubs use the line in the winter under Agreement with MaineDOT

• Maine Central Railroad discontinued service in 1983

• Purchased by MaineDOT under the Rail Preservation Act in 1998 and 2008
• Use of railroad line. The department may lease the railroad line, or otherwise contract for operation of the 

railroad line, to a railroad operator, or it may hold and manage the railroad line for future transportation 
use. 



RAIL USE ADVISORY COUNCIL
• LD 1133 

• Established Rail Corridor Use Advisory Council Process for review of nonrail recreational or nonrecreational 
transportation use

• The council shall review and make recommendations on the likelihood, benefits and costs of potential uses of the rail 
corridor, including, but not limited to, rail use, trail use or bikeways. Any nonrail use of a rail corridor must be 
considered by a council to be interim in nature, and all such rail corridors must be preserved for future rail use

• LD 672 
• Established Rail Corridor Use Advisory Council for Mountain Division between Standish and Fryeburg
• The subject area of this study is an approximately 31-mile section of the line between Route 35 in Standish and Route 

113 in Fryeburg

• How the Council Process works:
• Within 9 months, Council submit findings and recommendation regarding use of the corridor to MaineDOT 
 May include majority and minority reports

• If Commissioner concurs, MaineDOT shall seek legislative approval of the recommendation by submitting legislation 
to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation prior to track removal or the other change for nonrail use.



https://www.maine.gov/mdot/ofps/ruac/mdrcc/
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